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All of us spend a lot of time each day listening.  Whether we are listening to clients, spouses, 
children or others, this simple act accounts for a significant portion of our time. We listen to 
clients in order to understand their issues and to provide sound advice. As family members, 
we listen to our spouse or our children to learn about their day or to solve problems.  As 
members of the bar, we listen to learn what is going on with fellow bar members and in the 
community.  Can we get more out of the time that we spend listening?  

Consider listening for opportunity instead of listening for business as usual.  Listening from 
a standpoint of business as usual comes in many forms.  It may be pretending to listen or 
thinking about what we are going to say next.  When we listen for business as usual we listen 
through assumptions and opinions – as if we already know the person or the fact pattern.  
Listening for opportunity requires listening from a clean slate. Exceptional leaders and 
innovative thinkers watch for and listen for opportunity in every conversation. They listen 
for new ideas and how those ideas may impact their industry. They listen for opportunities 
for new business.  They listen for the chance to solve problems and listen for openings to 
talk about their services. Changing the way we listen can create new opportunity in our 
professional and personal life.  Are you getting the most out of your listening?

CCBA held two very successful events in October which involved listening.  On October 
11th, Judges from the Second District Court of Appeals were in Naples.  On Thursday, they 
presented an Appellate Seminar which was praised by all the listeners and, on Thursday 
evening, they attended our annual DCA Dinner at the Port Royal Club.  All of the attend-
ees had the pleasure of listening to Judge Silberman talk about the DCA. On Friday, the 
Judges held oral arguments. The DCA Dinner is our one opportunity each year to spend 
an evening with the DCA Judges and to welcome them to Naples.  At the DCA Dinner, we 
also honored Larry Farese, recipient of the Donald Van Koughnet Lion of the Law Award 
for Professionalism which is presented each year by the local judiciary to an attorney rec-
ognized for excellence in legal skills, professionalism and public service. Congratulations to 
Larry on his receipt of this prestigious award. Many of you know that Larry and his band, the 
Dazzling Del Rays, have performed for several years at the Collier County Bar Foundation’s 
Annual BarBQ.  By popular demand, Larry and the band will be performing at next year’s 
event which will be held on February 9th.  Be sure to put this fun event on your calendar 
as it will be the first time we have had a performance by a Lion of the Law.

The annual Collier County Bar Foundation Fishing Tournament was held on October 13th 
at Hamilton Harbor Resort. The beneficiary of the Fishing Tournament was the Harry 
Chapin Food Bank and $2,000 was raised for this worthy cause. A huge thank you to Carlo 
Zampogna for organizing and running the event. It was a beautiful day for fishing and the 
lunch at Hamilton Harbor, as always, was fun and delicious. We had a large number of kids 
in attendance this year fishing from the dock and everyone enjoyed listening to the great 
music arranged by Carlo. Also, thank you to Lisa Mead and her staff, Julianne and Hilda, 
for the great job they did with two events occurring within a span of three days.  We have 
a wonderful staff.  Please help us thank them for their hard work.

Watch for information about upcoming events such as the retirement party for Judge Baker 
and the CCBA Holiday Party. We hope you will listen for opportunities to get involved with 
CCBA and meet more of your fellow attorneys.
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PRESIDENT’S    MESSAGE By Jeanne Seewald, Esq.

Listening for opportunity

“Can we get 
more out of 

the time that 
we spend 

listening?”
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LEGAL AID    NOTES

“Adopt-A-Family” Holiday program

By Jeffrey A. Ahren

Since 2007, Legal Aid Service of Collier County, in collaboration with the Collier County 
Bar Association, has furnished gifts to approximately 500 needy children each holiday 
season through generous donations made by patrons of the annual ‘Adopt a Family’ 
Holiday Gift Program.

We have very exciting news to share about the 2012 ‘Adopt a Family’ Program.  For the first 
time, we have an event sponsor to cover food and activities, and a fun new place to hold our 
gift exchange party.  This year, the ‘gift exchange’ party will be held on Friday, December 7, 
2012 from 4:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. at a great new venue – The Golisano Children’s Museum 
of Naples (C’mon)!  Thanks to the generosity of our 2012 event sponsor U.S. Bank – The 
Private Client Reserve, each child will be presented with an all day pass to the museum, 
enjoy great food, and have a chance to meet Santa before receiving their gifts from their 
‘adopters.’  In addition to Santa and his helpers, rumor has it that Curious George may 
make an appearance as well.  Legal Aid extends a hearty thanks to event sponsor U.S. Bank 
– The Private Client Reserve, and to in-kind sponsor The Golisano Children’s Museum of 
Naples, for their generosity!

More great news – we are receiving an excellent response this year from the members of 
our local Bar and the greater community.  In addition to the donations we have received to 
date from law firms and individual attorneys, the Collier County Bar Foundation has made 
a $2,500 donation to the 2012 ‘Adopt a Family’ Program.  We are thrilled to receive such 
generous support from the Foundation each year, which provides gifts for many needy 
families.

It is not too late to ‘adopt’ a family or make a donation to a needy child- you can sign 
up today by contacting Legal Aid.  Please also see details about ‘Adopt a Family’ and 
other projects www.legalaid.orgwww.facebook.com/legalaidcollier. Legal Aid will contact 
all donors regarding gift drop off procedures.  The deadline to sign up as a donor is 
November 16, 2012.  All gifts must be purchased by December 1, 2012.  To learn more 
about how you can become involved, or to register as a donor, please call (239) 298-8143 
or email khache@legalaid.org .

Congratulations to Celia E. Deifik, Esq. (“Attorney of the Month” – November 2012)

Legal Aid Service of Collier County proudly announces that Celia E. Deifik, Esq., has 
been selected as our “Attorney of the Month” for November, 2012.  Celia has vigorously 
supported Legal Aid for many years.  She is a member of Legal Aid’s Collier Lawyers Care 
Pro Bono Program, and is one of the founding members of the Collier County Foreclosure 
Task Force.

Since 2008 when the Foreclosure Task Force was launched, Celia has given countless 
hours of her time to this pro bono initiative, which has assisted over 1,000 homeowners 
at risk of foreclosure through outreach events and pro bono legal clinics over the years.  
Through her leadership and exemplary service, she has supported the mission of the 
Task Force in many vital ways to ensure its success.  Celia also regularly volunteers for 
pro bono legal clinics at Legal Aid.  Last year, Celia along with others volunteered for 
the National Pro Bono week Legal Clinic held at Legal Aid in October.  She gave advice 
and counsel to numerous clients that evening, on a number of areas of law.  Once again, 
Celia has volunteered for this event, and will serve as a pro bono attorney at Legal Aid on 
Wednesday, October 24, 2012 in the evening from 5:30 p.m., to 7:30 p.m. to provide advice 
and counsel to low-income clients.

Legal Aid Service of Collier 
County is committed to working 

alongside the private bar and 
membership of CCBA to make 

the Collier Lawyers Care pro 
bono attorney program the best 

of its kind in the State of Florida.  
Two immediate goals they want 

to achieve are increasing the 
number of pro bono volunteer 

attorneys in the CLC program, 
and expanding public awareness 
about CLC and the impact Legal 

Aid Service of Collier County 
has on the community by offer-

ing free civil legal services to 
the underserved population of 
Collier County.  To learn more 

about LASCC and Collier Law-
yers Care, contact Mr. Jeffrey A. 

Ahren or Ms. Karenin Hache at 
(239) 298-8143; email khache@

legalaid.org.

continued on page 10
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MARK YOUR   CALENDAR

Event Policy
It is the policy of the 
Collier County Bar 
Association to request 
that all reservations for 
our events are placed at 
least two days prior to 
the event.

We are always willing 
to accommodate our 
members; however, event 
sites must order food two 
days prior to an event.

Also, it is the policy 
of the Collier County 
Bar Association to 
issue refunds ONLY if 
a member cancels a 
reservation two days 
prior to an event.  If a 
member cancels the day 
before, or the day of an 
event, a refund will not be 
issued.

We appreciate your 
consideration of this 
policy.

Register for any event 
through Hilda Taylor.

Phone: 239-252-8711
htaylor@colliercountybar.org

www.colliercountybar.org.

NOVEMBER

DECEMBER

1 CCBA Board Meeting
 CCBA Offices, 7:30 a.m.

1 CCB Foundation Board Meeting
 CCBA Offices, 8:30 a.m.

2 CCBA Membership Meeting
 NOTE DATE CHANGE - 
 Carrabba’s, 12:00 p.m.
 Members - $20; Non-Members - $25

6 Trial Law Luncheon
 Bonefish Grill, 12:00 p.m.
 TL Members - $25; Non-members - $30

8 Trusts & Estates Luncheon
 Northern Trust – North
 12:00 p.m. – Brown Bag

12 CCBA Offices Closed for Veterans’ Day

13 Young Lawyers Board Meeting
 Sweet Home Chicago, 12:00 p.m.

14 Family Law Luncheon
 Bonefish Grill, 12:00 p.m.
 FL Members -$25; Non-members - $30

14 Trial Lawyers Board Meeting
 Sushi Thai, 12:00 p.m.

14 CCWBA Judicial Appreciation Luncheon
 Ritz Carlton Golf Resort, 12:00 p.m.

16 Real Estate Landscape Seminar
 The Club at the Strand
 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
 RE Members - $125
 Non-members - $150
 Binders must be pre-ordered $50 each

22 – 23  CCBA Offices Closed for Thanksgiving

29 Retirement Party for Judge Franklin Baker
 Grey Oaks Country Club
 5:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.

3 – 6 CCBA Offices Closed – Staff Training

4 Holiday Parade, 6:00 p.m.
 Details to Follow

5 CCWBA Holiday Party
 Naples Hilton, 5:30 p.m.

6 Trusts & Estates Luncheon
 Northern Trust – North
 12:00 p.m. – Brown Bag

11 Young Lawyers Board Meeting
 Sweet Home Chicago, 12:00 p.m.

12 Trial Law Luncheon
 Bonefish Grill, 12:00 p.m.
 TL Members - $25; Non-members - $30

13 Real Estate Section Luncheon
 Carrabba’s
 12:00 p.m.

13 Holiday Party
 Naples Bay Resort
 Adult: $30;    Youth (ages 5 – 16): $20
 Child (4 & under):  Free
 5:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.

18  Inns of Court
 Naples Bay Resort
 6:30 p.m.

24 – 26 CCBA Offices Closed for Christmas

31 CCBA Offices Closed for New Year’s Eve
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By The Hon. Janeice T. Martin
County Court Judge, Mental Health Court Judge & Drug Court Judge

It’s my privilege to be able to use this forum this month to announce to you something that’s 
actually been in place for quite some time.  If you’ve been following the news over the past 
several months, then you’ve certainly come across stories expressing increasing concern for 
the men and women who are coming home from war, and the struggles that many of them are 
encountering after serving their country.  Today we have an increasing number of soldiers, serv-
ing an unprecedented number of deployments and re-deployments, in conditions that threaten 
their minds every bit as much as their bodies.   Many are coming home with mental injuries 
that pose significant challenges to their successful re-entry to civilian society.  Unfortunately 
for some, those challenges may bring them into contact with the Criminal Justice System.

To be clear, these are real cases with real victims, and no one is above the law, not even a war 
hero.  However, we are being asked as a system of justice to recognize that many of these 
folks have unique needs, which if we address properly, we can facilitate their return to a life 
reflective of the dignity and honor with which they’ve served.  Importantly, they also have 
access to an impressive array of services through the VA that civilians do not have.  For these 
reasons, courts around the country are being asked to devise processes which take all of these 
factors into consideration to achieve the best possible outcome for the victims, the veteran 
defendants, and the larger communities of which they are all a part.  In Collier County, we 
have done this by developing a “Veterans Docket” which is administered within the structure 
of our existing Mental Health Court.

As many of you may know, I have had the privilege of presiding over our Mental Health Court 
since January of 2010, and over our Adult Felony Drug Court since July of 2011.  We have 
always had veterans in each of these courts, and have endeavored to craft appropriate treat-
ment plans for them, based upon their unique needs and based upon their available benefits.  
However, the increasing volume of vets coming into our system now who have been diagnosed 
with post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) and/or traumatic brain injury (TBI) has led us to 
set up a specific docket within the Mental Health Court to address this population.  We refer 
to this as our Veterans Docket.

Importantly, this Docket has been established without expending any new or additional re-
sources.  Each member of the Mental Health Court Team (State Attorney, Public Defender, 
County and State Probation, CCSO Jail and the David Lawrence Center) has simply folded 
this in with their regular Mental Health Court duties – a generous act by each of them for which 
I am especially grateful.  We are also grateful for the support this Docket is getting from the 
larger veteran community in the form of volunteer mentors for the vets in our program.  In the 
more established “veterans courts” around the country, the inclusion of a community-based 
mentorship model has proven to be crucial to the long-term effectiveness of the court effort, 
in helping to get vets out of the criminal justice system, and keep them out.

As you can imagine, step one in having an effective Veterans Docket lies in identifying eligible 
participants.  Sheriff Rambosk’s staff in the Jail has been instrumental in this, as they have 
been including a question about past military service in all intake interviews for new arrest-
ees.  Likewise, the Public Defender’s Office has included such a question in their new client 
interviews.  I have also just learned that the new Vet Center has been working with the Jail 
and the County’s Department of Veteran Services to try to reach vets in the Jail who may 
need to be linked up with the VA and other services. As we identify these folks, regardless of 
whether they may ultimately be approved for the Veterans Docket, a coordinated team effort 
is being made to ensure that they are receiving all available benefits.

Announcing the Veterans’ Docket

“... you’ve certainly 
come across stories 
expressing increas-
ing concern for the 

men and women 
who are coming 
home from war, 

and the struggles 
that many of them 

are encountering 
after serving their 

country.”

continued on page 10



The Farm City BBQ is steeped in tradition and brings together many of our local business 
and community leaders for a great purpose.  The 57th Annual BBQ celebrates National 
Farm City Week and will be held on November 21, 2012 from 11:30 a.m. until 2:30 p.m.  This 
event will be graciously hosted by the Barron Collier Companies at Ava Maria’s south citrus 
grove on Oil Well Road (just north of the new Arthrex Manufacturing facility).  The BBQ 
attracts over 1,000 local business and community leaders, not only for the wonderful food 
and fresh vegetables served at the event by local celebrities, 
but because proceeds from the event benefit local youth pro-
grams through the Collier County 4-H Foundation, Leadership 
Collier Foundation, Inc., Collier County Junior Deputy League 
and Collier County Key Clubs.

The Greater Naples Chamber of Commerce originally started 
the Farm City BBQ in order to help facilitate relationships 
with Collier County’s urban and rural residents.  This event is a 
great success and has definitely accomplished its goal.  

I highly encourage you to attend, as the Farm City BBQ is a 
rewarding community event which brings together business 
and agricultural leaders and provides friendly opportunities to 
reminisce about “old” Florida.  Most people attend this casual 
event, showing up in jeans and boots, but there are a few exceptions – see photo above.  
Tickets are now on sale at www.FarmCityBBQ.com.  I would encourage you not to miss out 
on this wonderful event!

Michael T. Traficante is an associate at Grant Fridkin Pearson P.A.  He focuses on com-
mercial, real estate and probate litigation.  Michael also serves as President of the Young 
Lawyers Section of the Collier County Bar Association.
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Farm City BBQ - A community tradition

COMMUNITY    SPOTLIGHT By Michael T. Traficante, Esq.
President, Young Lawyers Section of the CCBA

The Collier County Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers (“CCACDL”) held their an-
nual meeting on September 27, 2012.  New by-laws were voted on and approved. Among 
other things, the by-laws expanded the number of officers that will serve on the board to 
assist in furthering the goals of the organization. The newly elected officers are Dan Cavana-
ugh, President, Derek Verderamo, Vice-President, Jamie Chandler, Treasurer and Shannon 
Brown, Secretary. 

The organization will begin planning for a holiday benefit which will be held this December 
to help underprivileged youth.

Additionally, the CCACDL will be hosting a conference in May which will provide legal edu-
cation and CLE credits.  

New fees have been established for new and existing members. Those needing to make pay-
ment, please contact Jamie Chandler at 732-6631.

Guest speakers are being lined for monthly meetings. Please contact a board member for a 
calendar of events and the meeting location. 

Anyone interested in joining or learning more about the organization should contact Dan 
Cavanaugh at 434-5454.

CRIMINAL    BAR NEWS By Dan Cavanagh, Esq.
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BULLETIN    BOARD

Got news?
Contact Lisa Mead by 

calling 252-8711 or 
drop an email 

line to lmead@
colliercountybar.org

CLASSIFIED
OFFICE FOR RENT: Attorneys (5) and 
other professional (1) with one executive 
office to rent.  Attractive building/offices 
in great location at Pine Ridge and Airport 
Road, Naples, FL.  Space for an assistant, 
shared conference room with law library 
and shared kitchen is included in rent of 
$700 per month.  Call Rob or Kathy at 239-
593-1444.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

ASSOCIATE SOUGHT: Naples firm Cheffy 
Passidomo seeks a 2nd to 4th year real es-
tate associate with a broad background of 
experience, including zoning and land use 
law.  Applicants must have a strong academ-
ic background and research/writing skills.   
Send resumes to cemustard@napleslaw.
com, and visit our website (http://naple-
slaw.com/) for information on the firm.

The law firm of Henderson, Franklin, 
Starnes & Holt, P.A., is pleased to announce 
that Attorney Richard Akin joined the firm 
and will serve in the Tort & Insurance Liti-
gation and Commercial Litigation practice 
areas. Akin also speaks on litigation topics, 
including negligent security in “Mall Cop: 
Friend or Foe” at the firm’s annual Claims 
Defense Update seminar recently held in 
Tampa on September 20, 2012.

The Naples-based law firm of Cardillo 
Keith Bonaquist has announced that the 
firm has opened a second location in 
The Galleria Plaza in Estero, Fla. across 
from the Estero Community Park at 9351 
Corkscrew Road, Suite 801.  The firm will 
continue to provide their full range of le-
gal services in both the new location and 
in their Naples office on East Tamiami Trail.

Quarles & Brady LLP has announced 
that Cheryl R. Payne has joined the firm’s 
Naples office concentrating her practice in 
the field of adoption law.  She will advise 
prospective adoptive parents in private 
domestic adoptions of newborns and do-
mestication of international adoptions.

Deborah L. Russell, Esq., a Principal at 
Cummings & Lockwood LLC, received the 
2012 American Red Cross Legacy Award.  
The award is bestowed annually on an indi-
vidual who has demonstrated exceptional 
leadership and achievement in the devel-
opment of charitable planned giving for 
community-based organizations.  

GrayRobinson is pleased to announce Lisa 
H. Lipman is now of-counsel.  Lisa focuses 
her practice on estate planning, trust and 
estate administration, probate litigation, 
and guardianship matters.

Cohen & Grigsby is pleased to announce 
that attorney Christopher N. Davies has 
been recognized as an approved con-
dominium education provider in Florida. 
Davies will teach a series of three-hour 
courses that review the Florida Condo-
minium Act.  Davies will cover a variety 
of course topics, including condominium 
board member responsibilities, condo-
minium budgets and reserves, elections 
for condominiums, and bids and contracts 
on condominiums.  Davies is a partner in 
Cohen & Grigsby’s Real Estate Practice 
Group, where he focuses on condomini-
um and homeowner association law in Lee 
and Collier Counties.

The national law firm of Quarles & Brady 
LLP announces that Tina M. Eckert, an as-
sociate in the firm’s Naples office, was ap-
pointed to Big Brothers Big Sisters of the 
Sun Coast - Collier County Community 
Resource Board. Eckert is a member of 
the firm’s Labor & Employment and Com-
mercial Litigation Practice Groups. Eck-
ert’s practice focuses on the management 
side of labor and employment law.

Inclusion 
Policy

If you are a CCBA member 
in good standing and you’ve 

moved, been promoted, hired an 
associate, taken on a partner, or 

received an award, we’d like to 
hear from you.  Talks, speeches 

(unless they are of national 
stature), CLE presentations and 

political announcements are 
not accepted.  In addition, we 
will not print notices of honors 

determined by other publications 
(e.g., Super Lawyers, Best 

Lawyers, etc.). 

Notices must be submitted in 
writing and limited to 100 words; 

they are printed at no cost to 
members and are subject to 

editing.  E-mail your notice to 
lmead@colliercountybar.org.



Adverse Witness, November 2012 Page 9

Do I need an attorney to close my transaction?

GUEST     EDITORIAL By Christopher Marsala, Esq.
Cardillo, Keith & Bonaquist

Both Buyers and Sellers of property frequently ask me, do I need an attorney to close my 
transaction? Often they’ve been told, by real estate agents, friends or “advisors” that an 
attorney will cost them a lot of money and that they can buy or sell property more advan-
tageously by just using a title company or an attorney representing the other party in the 
transaction to close the sale for them. While it is true you are not required to engage an at-
torney to represent you in a real estate transaction in order to close the transaction, there is 
a difference between being required to do something and the need to do it. For example you 
are not required to wear a helmet if you ride a motorcycle but I the personal injury attorney’s 
in our office can provide you countless tales of why you need to wear one.

The myth is that an attorney will cost you a lot of money for the same services a title company 
can provide. The fact is that most attorneys don’t charge much more if any more than the 
fees a most title companies charge. The attorneys however offer much more for the same fee. 
One of the greatest benefits of using a Florida real estate attorney to represent you when 
buying, borrowing or selling is that the attorney has an ethical obligation to work on behalf 
of the client’s best interest. The attorney is the only member of the client’s home-buying 
team who is qualified to give the client legal advice. The advice the attorney gives not only 
provides peace of mind for those who have many questions during the process but will pro-
tect the client from costly mistakes because as not all motorcycle rides go smoothly, neither 
do all real estate closing. At those times having your attorney helmet on can help save your 
financial life.

A Florida real estate attorney and will either personally perform or make sure the following 
procedures among others are completed in a timely, professional manner:

• Review the contract and ensure that all provisions and contingencies are in the client’s 
best interest;

• Inform the client of their legal rights and obligations;

• Obtain a title search, evaluate the status of the title and require appropriate legal rem-
edies to clear any defects;

• Advise the client on what the title policy does not protect against, emphasizing market-
ability of the title when they sell;

• Prepare or review the closing statement and other closing documents;

• Interpret and counsel the client about all legal documents related to the title and transac-
tion, including deeds, mortgages and closing statements;

• Advise the client on how they should take the title to the home, and how this affects the 
client overall business and personal estate;

• Check for unrecorded municipal liens, including sewer and special assessment liens;

To assure protection from start to finish, the client should consult with the attorney before 
they sign a purchase contract. The attorney can give the client advice regarding their per-
sonal situation and customize the contract to the client’s needs. By doing so, they will be do 
themselves the favor of making sure that their home-buying experience goes as smoothly 
as possible and that potential problems are solved before closing. If they have to engage an 
attorney after there is a problem it’s going to cost them a lot more to solve the problem than 
to avoid it in the first place.

In selecting an attorney, the client is best off choosing one with a strong real estate practice. 
Many real estate practitioners operate their own title companies. Good questions might be, 
“Can you write my title insurance yourself?”, “How many real estate closings does your office 
handle per month?” Is there a Board Certified a Real Estate attorney on staff and although 
many skilled and competent attorneys do not hold this certification, it is an indication of an 
attorney’s familiarity with the intricacies of real property law and practice.
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Legal Aid Notes  from page 4

Celia is truly passionate about Legal Aid and its mission to 
serve the legal needs of the poorest and most vulnerable in 
our community.  It is our pleasure to be able to thank Celia 
for her outstanding service to Legal Aid, and our community.   
Celia will be honored at Legal Aid’s 5th Annual Barrister’s 
Bash event, to be held at the Hilton Hotel in Naples on April 
25, 2013.  Please join us in congratulating Celia E. Deifik, Esq., 
Legal Aid’s “Attorney of the Month” for November, 2012!

‘Wills for Heroes’ Pro Bono event – Veteran’s Day Weekend

Legal Aid – in partnership with members of the Trusts and 
Estates Section of the Collier County Bar Association – will be 
conducting a pro bono legal clinic to furnish Wills, Living Wills, 
and related basic estate planning instruments to some ‘heroes’ 
in our community – including local Veterans, Police Officers, 
Firefighters, and EMT’s/First Responders.

The event will be held at Mercato, in offices adjacent to 
those of Cohen & Grigsby, PC, on Saturday, November 10, 
2012 from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  Legal Aid Advisory Board 
member Kelley Geraghty Price, Esq., of Cohen & Grigsby, has 
undertaken leadership of organizing this event, supported also 
by Jennifer Nackley, Esq., of Quarles & Brady, LLP (who is also 
an Advisory Board member as well as a member of Legal Aid’s 
Board of Directors).

If you have expertise in Trusts and Estates law, and would 
like to volunteer for this pro bono event to serve our local 
Veterans and others as mentioned above, please contact 
Legal Aid at (239) 298-8130.

It is our hope that the ‘Wills for Heroes’ pro bono legal clinic 
becomes an annual tradition in Naples each Veterans Day 
Weekend.  Please support this event, and help us to thank the 
brave men and women who keep us safe – both at home and 
around the world!

I cannot emphasize enough that absolutely anyone can make a 
referral to our Mental Health Court, and likewise to the Veterans 
Docket that runs within it.  We will consider any criminal case, 
both felony and misdemeanor.  Simply send an email to our Co-
ordinator, Katie Burrows, at katieb@dlcmhc.com or call her at 
(239) 263-4013 ext. 7125.  Katie will work with the VA to conduct 
a screening, and if the individual is found clinically appropriate, 
she will notify the State Attorney’s Office.  The State then reviews 
the case to determine if the individual is legally appropriate for 
placement on this Docket.  This includes obtaining the consent 
of any victims, which is a prerequisite for acceptance here.  Our 
goal is to identify and admit promptly all appropriate participants, 
so that a minimum of time is lost in getting them out of our Jail 
and into a constructive and therapeutic situation.

Once accepted, the vet will typically be required to complete all 
of the same tasks and penalties that would have been required 
on a regular docket, PLUS be evaluated by appropriate doctors, 
follow all recommendations for treatment (including strict com-
pliance with medications), attend counseling, maintain sobriety, 
work with a mentor and/or sponsor, PLUS see my smiling face 
in court for weekly court appearances.  It’s a very intensive, but 
also very supportive court process.  So long as the vet is com-
plying, the Team will do everything in its power to help the vet 
along the way.  Of course, just like any other participant, if a vet 
is not complying (and my clinicians are able to assure me this is 
not merely the result of a condition beyond the vet’s control), 
then the Team will formulate an appropriate sanction which I will 
impose and enforce.  Accountability is at the core of our process, 
which is understandably a very comforting principle for our vet 
participants, as they are used to being held accountable, and 
have respect for the process that does so.

So I hope you will help us spread the word if you have contact 
with any justice-involved vets who might benefit from the op-
portunities available on the Veterans Docket.  Of course, if you 
have any general questions (obviously, not pertaining to a specific 
case), or if you have any ideas or would like to serve as a volunteer 
mentor, please do not hesitate to contact me.  This is very much 
a team effort and a work in progress.  Thank you!

View from the Bench  from page 6

Judge Frank Baker
Retirement Party

Thursday, November 29th • 5:30 – 7:30
Details to Follow • Sponsorships available

Contact Lisa Mead at 252-8711 or
lmead@colliercountybar.org for information.

Lawyers in the classroom!

The CCBA offices recently received a request from Golden 
Gate High School to have an attorney come speak to a class of 
JROTC cadets.  We had multiple volunteers—which shows how 
wonderful our membership is.  Carlo Zampogna, of Woodward, 
Pires and Lombardo spoke with the students on October 15, 
2012 and we wouldn’t be surprised at all if there are a few future 
lawyers in his audience.
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Newspaper: 3.75”x7” (non-bleed) Black&White

Filename: 3-75x7_NP_Rain_BW_M1

STROKE TARGETS BY COLOR.

Know where you stand. The odds are African Americans

are twice as likely to suffer a stroke as white Americans.

Beating the odds isn’t about winning, it’s about living.

You have the power to end stroke.  

1-888-4-STROKE / StrokeAssociation.org

Photographed by Sean Kennedy Santos

3.75"

7
"

4.25"
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5"

What should you do to stop a friend from driving drunk? 
Whatever you have to.

Friends don’t let friends drive drunk.

Nicole Rodriguez was killed by a drunk driver while 
walking next door to play with her friend.

115142

JOIN THE LAWYER REFERRAL SERVICE 
OF COLLIER COUNTY – AND YOUR PHONE 

WILL START RINGING!

TIRED OF WAITING FOR 
CLIENTS TO FIND YOU?
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The Collier County Bar Foundation 
thanks our 100 Lawyers Giving Back.

Erica Airsman
Bruce Anderson
James Boatman
Christopher Bray

S. Dresden Brunner
David Budd
John Cassidy

Edward Cheffy
Kevin Coleman
Kristin Conroy

Jay F. Cook
Garrett Cutler

Tara Dane
Celia E. Deifik
Kevin Denti

Jennifer DeVries
Sonia Diaz

William Donovan
Lawrence Farese

Ann Frank
Yale Freeman

Thomas Garlick
D. Fred Garner
Amy Garrard
Nicole Goetz

Thomas Graham
Robert Graziano
Robert Hagaman
Timothy Haller
Sharon Hanlon
Holly Harmon
Travis Hayes

Henry Johnson
Jason Korn

Steve Kotler
Andrew Krause
Suzanne Lanier
Edward Larsen

David Leigh
Lisa Lipman

Ed Livingston
Thomas Maloney

Brian McAvoy
Michael McDonnell

G. Carson McEachern
Maggie McMorrow
Roger McMorrow

Landon Miller
Richard Montecalvo

Mark Muller
William Myers
Patrick Neale
Tamara Nicola
Alan Novick

James Nulman
Kate O’Brien

Kathleen Passidomo
John Passidomo
Darrin Phillips

Jim Pilon
Cynthia Pivacek
Michael Raheb
Cathy Reiman
Leonard Reina

Brad Rigor
N. Paul San Filippo

Jeanne Seewald
Eric Solomon
Kim Spiker

Randall Spivey
Robert Stommel
Herman Tarnow

Jonathan Tolentino
Theodore Tripp, Jr.

Pieter Van Dien
Eric Vasquez

Melissa Vasquez
Beth Vogelsang
George  Wilson
Ted Wolfendale

Casey Wolff
Edward Wollman

Ted Zelman
Rebecca Zung-Clough
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Second District Court of Appeal Dinner
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 11, 2012

The annual dinner with the judicial panel from the Second 
District Court of Appeal has become the traditional  kick-off of 
the CCBA season.  It’s always a perfect opportunity to enjoy the 

company of fellow bar members over a great meal and a post-
card worthy sunset.  The evening also marks the presentation of 
the Lion of the Law Award.  This year’s recipient, Larry Farese, 

joins a growing list of highly regarded local attorneys.

The CCBA 
gratefully acknowledges the 
generous sponsors who make 

this day possible.

GOLD SPONSORS
Akerman Senterfitt

Ave Maria School of Law
Cardillo, Keith & Bonaquist, PA

Cheffy Passidomo
Cohen & Grigsby, PC

Hahn, Loeser & Parks, LLP
Quarles & Brady
Laird A. Lile, PA

Musca Law
Real Estate Section of the CCBA

SILVER SPONSORS
Grant Fridkin Pearson

BRONZE SPONSORS
Berry, Day & McFee

Coleman, Hazzard & Taylor
DeLisi & Ghee

First Citizens Bank
Family Law Section of the CCBA

Harter, Secrest & Emery, LLP
Silerio & Hall, PA

Trial Law Section of the CCBA
Trusts and Estates 

Section of the CCBA
Westlaw

Zelman & Hanlon, PA
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Please support our advertisers.  
They make your newsletter 

possible!

If you are interested in advertising in The Adverse Witness, please contact 

the Collier County Bar Association office at (239) 252-8711 or lmead@

colliercountybar.org.

Discounts are offered for multiple months.  Pre-payment is required.  Ads 

must be emailed in PDF, MS Word, MS Publisher, JPG or EPS format to 

LMead@colliercountybar.org.

 
     (Member)    Non

 
B&W Color Member

Classified (<25 words) $25.00    n/a $30

Business card (3.625 x 2.125) $50.00    n/a $75

1/4 Page (3.625 x 4.375) $75.00    n/a $100

1/2 Page Vertical (3.625 x 9.75) $125.00    n/a $150

1/2 Page Horiz. (7.5 x 4.375) $125.00    n/a $150

Full Page (7.5 x 9.375) $220.00    n/a $300

1/2 Page Horiz. inside cover* (7.5 x 4.375)     n/a $350.00 $400

1/2 Page Vert. inside cover* (3.625 x 9.75)     n/a $350.00 $400

Full Page inside back cover* (7.5 x 9.375)     n/a $700.00 $800

1/2 page back outside* (7.5 x 4.375)     n/a $425.00 $500

*As space permits
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INSURANCE
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Cheffy Passidomo
aTToRNe y s   aT   L aW

www.napleslaw.com
821 Fifth Avenue South • Naples, Florida 34102

Proud to serve as a Gold Sponsor to
the Collier County Bar Association

is proud to support the  

C O L L I E R  C O U N T Y

B A R  F O U N D AT I O N

and the good work it contributes to 

the Southwest Florida community.

800 Laurel Oak Drive  Suite 600  Naples, Florida  34108  239.254.2900
2532 East First Street  Fort Myers, Florida  33901  239.337.6700 

hahnlaw.com  Naples  Fort Myers  Cleveland  Columbus  Akron  Indianapolis

The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that should not be based solely upon advertisement. 
Before you decide, ask us to send you free written information about our qualifications and experience.

H A H N  L O E S E R  &  PA R K S  L L P
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1 Guarantees are subject to contract terms, exclusions and limitations, and the claims paying ability of the issuer, 
New York Life Insurance and Annuity Corporation (NYLIAC), a Delaware Corporation, a wholly-owned subsidiary 
of New York Life Insurance Company.  This contract has no cash surrender value and no withdrawals are permitted 
prior to the income start date.  Income payments are guaranteed at least as long as the annuitant is living, 
provided the annuitant is alive on the designated income start date.  Contracts in which a Life Only payout option 
is selected do not provide a death benefit either prior to or after the designated income start date.
2 This hypothetical example is for illustrative purposes only.  Illustration is based on rates effective as of 6-02-12 for 
Life with a Cash Refund payout option.  Rates are subject to change and payout will vary with age, gender, payout 
option selected and premium amount.  Actual amounts are dependent upon interest rates in effect at time of 
policy issue.  Income payments include return of premium and interest.

^ Not acting in the capacity of an accountant.

Now you can build – 
and control – your future 

retirement income!
With Flexibility

You get a guaranteed1 income 
stream tailored to help 

you meet your own 
unique retirement needs.

With Security
You receive an income stream 

that is not subject to stock or bond 
market risk, and backed by an 

institution you can trust.

And Simple
You get a worry-free stream of 
income without recurring fees.

A Guaranteed Future Income 
Annuity from New York Life 

may be suited for individuals ages 
40-75 who don’t need income now, 

but would like to lock in a future 
guaranteed income stream for life.

Call us!

AGENTS

New York Life 
Insurance Company

3033 Riviera Drive, Suite 101 • Naples, Florida 34103

Jeffrey M. Galati
jgalati@newyorklife.com

Roxane Kronon Galati, CPA^

rgalati@newyorklife.com

239-263-5010

RETIREMENT PLANNING

$2,865

HOME HEALTH/NURSING
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MEDIATION & ARBITRATION

 










Got a 
copy job, 
large or 
small?
Call for pickup - 775-3553
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LITIGATION IMAGE SERVICES

Pick Up and Delivery Services          Quality Guaranteed                                             Trial Exhibits          

Closed File Imaging                           OCR / EDD Services                                 PDF / TIFF Images          

Hard Copies                                        Oversize Documents                   Sequential Bates Numbering 

Blowbacks                                          Color Copies / Images        CD / DVD / VHS Media Services      

 

Jim Yoder   239.649.5155   steellitigation@ymail.com   www.steellitigation.com 

Serving Collier and Lee Counties 

CIVIL TRIAL LAW
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www.review.net›

•  Coverage in 8 Counties: Sarasota, Manatee, Lee, Collier, 
Hillsborough, Pasco, Pinellas and Orange

•  Low, Competitive Flat Rates
•  Superior Customer Service
•  Online Verification
•  Electronic Invoicing and E-filing Capabilities
•  Qualified Legal Status

BAR MEMBER SPECIAL 
LIMITED-TIME OFFER: 
Complimentary 13-week 
trial subscription available. 

Bar members only. Call 
877.231.8834 or email 
subscriptions@review.net 
today and mention  
special code QO11LBA.

Call 941-906-9386 or email legal@review.net today!

        Get the

LEGAL SERVICE
                             you deserve!
Publish your legal notices 
with the Gulf Coast Business Review.

PATENT/TRADEMARK LAW
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WILLS, TRUSTS & ESTATES

Law Office of 
Pieter Van Dien, P.A.

Practicing in the areas of

WILLS, TRUSTS & ESTATES
1415 Panther Lane, Suite 236
Naples, Florida 34109-7874

(239) 213-8204 (direct)
(239) 288-2547 (fax)

www.vandienlaw.com
pvandien@vandienlaw.com

Well-established AV-rated law firm with 
two offices in SWFL is seeking to acquire 
firms with lawyers looking to retire or 
transition out of full-time practice.  All 
practice types considered, but prefer those 
focused on specific fields of law.  Practice 
with active client list is preferred.  Please 
e-mail confidential@phxpa.com for con-
fidential discussions.
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EDUCATION

Immigration Naturalization 
and 

Deportation Defense 

David J. Mourick 

Concentrating in Immigration and Nationality Law 

Member American Immigration 
Lawyers Association 

Law Offices of David J. Mourick, P.A. 
11100 Bonita Beach Rd., Suite 108A 

Bonita Springs, Florida 34135 

Telephone: 239-947-0535 Fax: 239-498-5398

Over 25 years experience 
representing criminal defendants; 

and non-citizens in applications for 
Permanent Residence, Citizenship, 

and  Deportation Defense 

IMMIGRATION & NATIONALITY LAW

ELDER FAMILY CARE
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DUI & CRIMINAL DEFENSEBANKRUPTCY

ESTATE VALUATIONS
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Paralegal Networking & Monthly CLE Events
We meet on the 3rd Thursday of each month at the DoubleTree Guest Suites 
in Naples; 5:30 for social hour/6:30 CLE Dinner meeting.  Members $25.00 
and Guests $35.00.  Please RSVP to Sue Smith at shsmith@porterwright.com 
if interested in attending or if you need more information. 
We meet on the 4th Thursday of each month at the Crowne Plaza Hotel in 
Ft. Myers; 6:00 dinner and check-in.  Members $25.00 and Guests $35.00.  
Please RSVP to Sabine Francisco at sfrancisco@bolanostruxton.com if inter-
ested in attending or if you need more information.

Paralegal Association of Florida, Inc. 
Southwest Florida Chapter
An affiliate of the National Association 
of Legal Assistants, Inc.
c/o PO Box 110893 • Naples, Florida 34108

MARITAL & FAMILY LAW

LEGAL & PROFESSIONAL MALPRACTICE
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ESTATE VALUATIONS



3315 East Tamiami Trail, Suite 505
Naples, Florida 34112


